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Mr. J. Huband Smith gave an account of some ancient 
tiles found in the ruins of Bective Abbey, near Trim, and 
•exhibited specimens of some raised and incaustic tiles, with 
drawings of others. 

Dr. Todd, V. P., gave an account of an ancient Irish MS. 
preserved in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 

This MS., which is a large quarto on vellum, was formerly 
in the collection of Archbishop Laud, by whom it was pre- 
sented to the Bodleian. It was also once in the posses- 
sion of Sir George Carew, as appears from the autograph 
" G. Carew" on the margin of the first page. It contains a 
large collection of miscellaneous pieces, historical, genealogi- 
cal, theological, and poetical, in different hands, and of diffe- 
rent dates ; such a collection was called by the ancient Irish 
"a Psalter" and in an entry, which shall be considered 
presently, this volume is called " the Psalter of Mac-Richard 
Butler." 

Pasted down on the inside of the cover is the following 

note : 

" Oxford f 9'* of August 1673. 

" This tooke is afamous coppie of a greate part of Salcaip 
Caipl, the booUe of S' Mochuda of Rathin & Lismore, and 
the chronicles of Conga; wherein is contained many divine 
tbinges, and y* most part of y' Antiquities of y* ancientest 
houses in Ireland, a Cathologue of their Kings, of the coming 
in of y* Romans vnto England, ofy' coming of y* Saxoils, and 
of their Uvea and raygne ; a notable Calender of the Irish 
Saints composed in verse eight hundred yeares agoe, w"* the 
Saints of ye Romane breviary vntill that tyme; a Cathologue 
ofy* Popes of Romne; How y' Irish and English were con- 
verted to y» Catholiqae faith ; w* many other things as the 
reader may finde, and soe understanding what they containe 
lett him remember 

" TULLY CONRY. 

" Uuileajna o TTlaolconaipe," 
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This account of the contents of the volume is very in- 
adequate, as well as erroneous. There seems but little reason 
to think that the book contains a copy of any part of the 
Psalter of Cashel, although that celebrated Collection is 
sometimes referred to or quoted ; no traces of the book of St. 
Mochuda, or the Chronicles of Cong, are now to be found in 
the volume ; if TuUy Conry therefore was not mistaken, there 
is ground to suspect that the MS. may have lost something 
since the foregoing account of its contents was written. 

On the upper and lower margins, in several places, there 
are entries and memorandums by various possessors of the 
book, which serve to give us its history, and to fix the date 
of a great part of the documents of which it consists. The 
most remarkable of these entries must now be noticed. 

1. On the lower margin of fol. 4, b, there is the following 
note, which is here given in the original, with a translation : 

Op anopo DO r'5P°"» ""'• ^ prayer here for Sighraidh 

feain, m*. copna, m". liiaoilin son of John, son of Torna, son 



moip uj inail-conaipe, pil ag 
lepujoo an libaipfe do muipip 
m". cpmaip.i. lapla oepinujhan, 
jup pe an e cq? geiBcme a . . . . 
Boici na beallcaine cop eip 
oeipceopc epinn oa piapujao 
tcep gall ajup jaeioil. 



of Mailin Mor O'Mulconry; who 
is restoring this book for Mau- 
rice, son of Thomas, i. e. the 
Earl of Desmond, who is now 

residing at Askeaton at 

the beginning of May, after the 
south of Ireland has submitted 



to him both English and Irish. 

S. Another entry of a similar kind occurs on the lower 
margin of fol. 34, as follows : 



Op. inpo Dom pecip .i. Hluipip 
Wt*?comaip, m' pemaip, in n o'ap 
leipujiupcm becpo cuaple opoc 
inpcpumencaib. 



Aprayerhereformypatron(?), 
i. e. Maurice, son of Thomas, 
son of James, the person for 
whom I am restoring the little 
portion above, with bad instru- 
ments. 

The Maurice mentioned in these extracts was the tenth 
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Earl of Desmond, who succeeded his elder brother James in 
the Earldom in 1481. He was the son of Thomas, the eighth 
Earl, who was beheaded at Drogheda, 5th February, 14G7. 
He died 1497, according to O'Clery's book of Pedigrees: and 
as the foregoing entries were manifestly made during his 
life-time, it is evident that this volume was of some anti- 
tiquity, so as to require the ink to be revived and restored, in 
the latter end of the fifteenth century. This was a process 
very common with Irish scribes, as is evident from the in- 
spection of our ancient vellum MSS., many of which have 
suffered great damage by ignorant attempts to restore them. 
3. A memorandum of peculiar interest occurs on the up- 
per margin of fol. 1 10, b. It is as follows : 

Salcaip m'' puij^Depo buictlep This Psalter was the Psalter of 

.i.eiTionnbuicilep,inDc-falcaip Mac Eichard Butler, i. e. Ed- 

peo, no 50 o-cucQD mamin baile mend Butler, until after the de- 

in ppoill ap lapla upmuman feat atBally-in-spoill, of the Earl 

ajup ap m" puipoepo buicilep of Ormond and of Mac Eichard 

le lapla oepmuirian .1. comap, Butler, by the Earl of Desmond, 

ajup DO baineao inleabap po i. e. Thomas; and this Book and 

ajupleabap nacappuiji ap pu- the Book of Carrick were given 

ufjlao m" puipoepo, a^up ip pe in ransom of Mac Eichard, and 

in m" puipoepo pm do chuip na itis this MacEichard that caused 

leobaip pm oa pcpiBao do p*"", these books to be transcribed for 

no jup Bain Cotnap [oe lao]. himself, until Thomas took them 

from him. 

Thus it appears that this book, and the book of Carrick, 
(now unknown) were in the fifteenth century considered as 
a sufficient ransom for the person of a great chieftain, — a re- 
markable proof of the preservation of a love of literature 
amongst the native Irish nobles, in the midst of all their war 
and faction at that period. Nor is this a solitary instance in 
Irish history. The Leabhar na h-Uidhri, a manuscript of 
the twelfth century, in the collection of Messrs. Hodges and 
Smith, contains an entry of a similar kind. 
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The foregoing memorandum, however, shows that this 
volume was written originally for Sir Edmund, son of Richard, 
Butler, commonly called Mac Richard ; and that on his de- 
feat by Thomas, eighth Earl of Desmond, who, as we have 
already seen, was beheaded in 1467, it passed into the hands 
of the Desmond family. 

In the book of Pedigrees of the O'Clerys, an unpublished 
work, of which the autograph MS., in the original Irish, is 
in the Library of this Academy, the following account of 
Thomas, eighth Earl of Desmond is given (p. 247) : 

" The fate of Thomas, son of James, Earl of Desmond, 
i. e. the ninth [eighth] Earl. Thus did it happen unto him, 
viz.JohnTipto [Tiptoft]Earlof Worcester, came into Ireland 
as Lord Justice, called by proclamation of the English of 
Ireland to the great Council at Drogheda. And bad was the 
counsel there agreed upon, viz. to behead Thomas, son of 
James, the Earl, without impeachment of crime, right, or 
law, but merely from envy and hatred ; the man of best mien 
and form, wisdom, and intelligence of either English or Irish 
of his time. No praise bestowed upon him could be too 
high. The sorrow and affliction of that death was felt 
equally by the English and the Irish. This Thomas the 
Earl invariably overthrew and put down his enemies and op- 
ponents on every occasion whenever he fought with them. 
Great indeed was the battle in which he overthrew the But- 
lers, on the Suir, and innumerable were the hosts of them 
that were slain and drowned on that occasion. He likewise 
gave several overthrows besides, that are not here enume- 
rated. A Lord intellectual and learned in Latin, English, 
and ancient Irish writings, was that Thomas. It was he 
that gave the great overthrow to the Mac Carthys at Reidh- 
an-Eich-bhuidhe. The 5ih day of February the Earl was 
beheaded, and 42 years was his age at that time. At Tralee 
was he buried, 1467."* 



* This is a strictiv literal translation of the original Irish See Grace's 
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This extract, taken in connexion with the entry in the 
Oxford MS., is exceedingly curious, as it notices the fact 
that Thomas Earl of Desmond was learned in ancient Irish 
writings ; and therefore incidentally confirms the probability 
of his accepting ancient MSS. as a ransom for the Mac 
Richard. The place called Bally-in-spoill is now unknown ; 
but from the record in the Book of Pedigrees it seems pro- 
bable that it was a village on the banks of the Suir. 

4. Another interesting entry, which enables us to date 
one portion of the volume, occurs on fol. 86, a, in the hand- 
writing of the original scribe, at the end of a very valuable 
fragment of Cormac's Glossary : 

I[' h-e analao in rijepna in The year of our Lord when 

uaip DO ]x;piBa6 in panajxin po this Glossary of the Psalter wag 

na fHilcpac, .i. mile bliaoan written, was 1453 ; on the 5th 

ajup ceirpi .c. bliaoan ajup day of the month of February, 

rpi bliaona oec, a^up oa .n. in and the eighth day of the moon, 

cuiceola DO mi pebpa a5upin I am John Boy O'Clery who 

coccmao la oon epca. Dlipi wrote it, and for Edmund Butler 

peaan buioi o cleipi oo pcpib, Mac Richard was it written, 
ajupo'emann buicilep m° pip- 
cepo DO pcpiboD. 

It appears therefore that this portion of the volume was 
transcribed (doubtless from much more ancient documents, 
perhaps from the veritable Psalter of Cashel itself) in the 
middle of the fifteenth century for Sir Edmund Butler, 
commonly called Mac Richard ; and that it subsequently 
passed into the family of Desmond, having been received in 
ransom of Mac Richard by Thomas Earl of Desmond. 

This MS. having been for the last two centuries in Eng- 
land, appears to be wholly unknown to our historians. The 
rules of the Bodleian Library do not permit its MSS. to be 
lent, and as there is no accurate catalogue of the valuable, 

Annals, printed by the Irish Archaeological Society, p. 165, note ', for o further 
mention of Earl Thomas. 
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but unknown, and, in Oxford, unappreciated collection of Iiish 
MSS. which it contains, the MSS. there preserved are almost 
as inaccessible for the purposes of Irish historical research, 
as those of the Vatican or the Escurial. 

Dr. Todd did not pretend to give a complete account of 
the contents of the " Psalter of Mac Richard," as it may per- 
haps for convenience be called. He was able only to carry 
away a very few memoranda of such articles as appeared, on 
a very hasty inspection, likely to prove most interesting. 

On fol. 7 is a religious tract, known as the Life of St. 
Margaret, a work of no value, except to the philologist. 

Fol. 9. The Genealogy of St. Mochoemog. 

Fol. 11, 6. A religious tract, entitled, in Irish, " The 
History of the Image of our Lord," and also, in Latin, " In- 
cipit Libellus Anastasii [Athanasii] Archiepi Alexandriae 
urbis, de passione imaginis Dni. nri. Jhu. X'." This is pro- 
bably an Irish version of the tract attributed to St. Athanasius 
at the second Council of Nice, although now admitted to be 
spurious. It is published in Greek and Latin in the Bene- 
dictine edition of the works of St. Athanasius. 

Fol. 14, a. A curious legend of Donogh O'Breen, abbot 
of Clonmacnois. The story is, that having gone on a pilgri- 
mage to Armagh, he was miraculously detained there until 
his death, A. D. 987. He is said to have been the last of 
the Irish saints who performed the miracle of raising the 
dead. — See Annals of the Four Masters in an. 987. 

Fol. 15. An account of the ancient tract called the 
Felire, or Festilogium, of Angus the Culdee ; being a Mar- 
tyrology, or Calendar of the Saints' days observed in the 
ancient Irish Church, compiled in the eighth century. 

Fol. 18, b. " The Destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, son 
of Vespasian, in revenge for the Blood of Christ." 

There is a copy of this tract in the Leabhar Breac in the 
Library of the Academy, and a fragment of it in the Book of 
Lismore. 
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Fol. 23. A legend of the Infancy and Life of Christ, as 
revealed by the Virgin Mary to St, Bernard. 

Fol. 29. A sermon in Irish on the text, " Omnia quae- 
cunque vultis ut faciant vobis homines, et vos facite illis." 

" Fol. 30, b. A sermon on the text, " Cum ergo facies 
elimosinam." 

There ai'e copies of these sermons in the Leabhar Breac. 

Fol. 33, a. The celebrated Chronological Poem of Giolla 
Ccemgin, beginning with the Creation, and carried down to 
the year 1072, when its author flourished — See O'Reilly's 
Irish Writers (Trans. Hiberno-Celtic Soc. vol. i.), p. Ixxx. 

There is a very ancient copy of this poem in the Library 
of Trinity College Dubhn, MS. H. 2, 18. 

Fol. 38 to 42. Genealogies of the Irish Saints. 

Fol. 43, a. The three sons of Moses, &c. 

b. " Incipit inventio sanctae crucis." 

Fol. 57, b. A tract containing the fabulous history of 
Ireland before the Deluge, as related by Fintan, one of the 
ante-diluvian colonists of Ireland, who, under various trans- 
migrations, is supposed to have survived the deluge. This 
work ends with an account of a convocation of the states of 
Ireland held at Tara, in the sixth century, under Dermot 
M'Cearbhaill (Carroll). There is a fine copy of it in the 
Library of Trinity College, MS. H. 2, 16. 

Fol. 58. The history of Mac Datho's hog. Mac Datho 
was king of Leinster in the first century. He invited the 
kings of Connaught and Ulster to a feast, with a view to sow 
dissensions between them for his own political ends. At this 
feast there was served up an enormous hog, the cutting up 
of which, and the assigning to each chieftain his proper 
share, became a matter of fierce contention between the 
guests, and produced the eiFect intended by their crafty en- 
tertainer. 

There are two copies of this legend in the Library of 
Trinity College, MS., H. 2, 18, and H. 3, 18. 
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Fol. 59. A very fine and ancient copy of the Felire, or 
Festilogium of Angus the Culdee. This part of the volume 
is much more ancient than the rest, and was probably written 
in the twelfth century. It ends fol. 72, a. 

There is a fine copy of this work, with the gloss, in the 
Leabhar Breac. 

Fol. 72, b. A poem addressed to Cormac Mac Cuil- 
lionan, king and bishop of Cashel, in the ninth and beginning 
of the tenth century, on the duties of a king. 

There are good copies of it in the Library of Trinity 
College, MS., H. g, 18, and H. 3, 18. 

Fol. 73, b. A poem on the sons of Oillil Olum, king of 
Munster in the third century. 

There is a good copy of it in the Library of Trinity Col- 
lege, MS., H. 2, 18. 

Fol. 74, a. A poem on the succession of the kings of 
Emania, by Cinaetb O'Hartigan, who died A. D. 975. It 
begins pianna bacap m emain. This poem appears to have 
been unknown to O'Reilly. — Irish Writers, p. Ixii. 

Fol. 75, a. A tract beginning " Hibemia insola inter 
duos filios principailes Militis, i. e. Herimon et Eber, in duas 
partes divisa est." The remainder is in Irish. 

Fol. 81, b. An account of the great plague in A. D. 633, 
beginning Ctnno ooininice incapnaeionif Dc.nxni. Qpa mopa \» 
jKijcain cuaijHjepc ono anbrhine pucoo paulinup eoilbepca illuinj 
CO cancia asup po haipimeo co honopach. " In the year of our 
Lord's incarnation 633, a great mortality in North Saxony, 
to avoid which Paulinus Edilberta was carried away in a 
ship to Kent, and was there honourably received." 

After this are a number of short poems. 

Fol. 83. An imperfect but very ancient copy of Cormac's 
Glossary, beginning with the word DflinDech, which is thus 
explained, quapi menoic ab eo quoo epc menoicup. It ends 
fol. 86, a ; after which is the entry already quoted, from 

VOL. 11. 2 F 
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which we learn a very remarkable fact, hitherto I believe 
unnoticed by our historians, that Covmac's Glossary was 
compiled from the notes or glosses added by Cormac Mac 
Cuilionan, the celebrated king and bishop of Cashel, to the 
miscellaneous compilatiort called the Psalter of Cashel. Cor- 
mac was killed in the battle of Belach Mughna, now Ballagh- 
moon, in the County of Kildare, near Carlow, A. D. 903. 

Fol. 93, b. A tract, with the following Latin title, " De 
causis quibus exules aquilonensium ad mumonienses adducti 
sunt," beginning Ipeo cecamup pocono coipsi, &c. 

Fol. 94, b. The history of the war between Oilill Olum 
and Mac Con. This is a most valuable document. Oilill 
Olum was king of Munster in the third century. He de- 
prived Mac Con, his stepson, of his lawful inheritance. 
Mac Con rebelled, assembled his followers, but was defeated 
by Oilill at the battle of Ceannabrat, a place on the borders 
of the counties of Cork and Tipperary. The defeated prince 
fled to Scotland, where he had influence enough to raise a 
large force of foreign adventurers, with whom he returned 
to Ireland, and again encountered the troops of his step- 
father in the bloody battle of Moy Mocroimhe, in the county 
of Galway. In this battle Oilill was aided by Art, son of 
Conn of the hundred battles, then monarch of Ireland ; but 
was defeated. Art was slain, and with him the six sons of 
Oililljwith the flower of the Irish chiefs. Mac Conn assumed 
the sovereignty of Ireland, and continued to reign until driven 
back to Munster by Gormac Mac Art, several years after- 
wards, who thus revenged the death of his father. 

There is an imperfect copy of this tract (a MS. of the 
early part of the twelfth century) in the Library of Trinity 
College, Dublin, H. 2, 18. 

Fol. 96, a. The history of the battle of Mucruimhe, be- 
ginning <^uiD eu5an mop oo each mucpuime. 

Fol. 99, b. The Expulsion of the Decies from Tara by 
Cormac Mac Art. 
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Fol. 1 02, a. The coming of St. Finian from abroad into 
Ireland with the Gospel. 

Fol, lot. The History of Oriell, with the genealogies of 
many Irish families. 

Fol. 109, a. A poem on the sons of Conor Mac Nessa, 
king of Ulster in the first century ; by Mongan, a celebrated 
poet. 

Fol. 109, b. Pedigrees of the families of Fermoy, County 
Cork. 

Fol. Ill, a. Pedigree of O'Dunlevey. 

Fol. 112. Lists of Roman emperors, kings of Egypt, 
Assyria, and Israel; bishops of Rome, Armagh, &c. 

In the margin of fol. 117, 6, there is written in faint red ink, 
f-alc. cmpil: by which we may infer that the tract there tran- 
scribed was preserved also in the Psalter of Cashel. This is 
apparently the only reason for supposing that the present 
MS. contains extracts from the Psalter of Cashel. 

Fol. 1 18. The actions and deeds of Finn M'Cumhaill. 

Fol. 122. A very important tract, which appears from 
the handwriting to be much more ancient than any other 
part of the volume, containing the derivation of the names, 
local traditions, and other remarkable circumstances of the 
hills, mountains, rivers, caves, rocks, earns, and monumental 
remains in Ireland: more especially such as relate to the 
deeds of Finn Mac Cumhaill and his heroes. 

There is an imperfect copy of this tract in the Book of 
Lismore, in the possession of His Grace the Duke of Devon- 
shire, of which a copy was lately made for the Academy by 
Mr. Curry. 

Fol. 1 27, a. A Finian tale, entitled, " The Elopement of 
the Daughter of the King of Munster with Oisin." 

The remainder of the volume is occupied with a series of 
these tales, which are of great interest and importance. 
Many modern copies of them on paper are preserved, espe- 
cially in the valuable collection of Messrs. Hodges and Smith, 
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which is particularly rich in this branch of Irish literature : 
but with the exception of the fragment in the book of Lis- 
more, the present volume is the only vellum MS. of such tales 
whose existence is known. 



The special thanks of the Academy were voted to the 
Board of Ordnance and to Captain Portlock for the presen- 
tation of the Ordnance Geological Survey of Tyrone, Lon- 
donderry, and Fermanagh. 
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